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ABSTRACT

A Tank Culture is specially identified when it studies the ancient folk social
system in Sri Lanka. The agricultural life style based on tank was obvious in it. It
belongs a folk life system including living natures with confabulation,
objectives, attitudes, worships, beliefs, rituals, customs, manners and behavioral
patterns associated to tank. It manifests that tank has been the spirit of them.
Accordingly, preservation of tank, whick is the backbone and the clan-treasure of
the foremost livelihood and economical usage of its water concerned as life like
responsibility of that society. Designated positions such as WavLakam, Gamarala
and Vidanerala have appointedconsequently. The services adjoined t> tank have
been prominent among the main duties and responsibilities assigned 1o them.
Consequently, an effective mechanism hkas constructed jor -continuous
maintenance and implementation of rules on preservation of tank and using its
water. Related to it a communication pattern like “Anaboloya” (Order sign) and
way of punishment like “Diya thahanchiya” (Waler restriction) emerged as a
result. Finally, it clarifies that whole lifestyle is centered on tank. The ancient
Jolk society based on the tank should be thoroughly studied in order to have
investigational identification on all of these aspects. Thus, by this study, the
socio- communicational background constructed over the proiecting tank and the
tank water usage in the ancient folk society is revealed.

'Dr. Sena Nanayakkara, Senior Lecturer, BA (Hons) in Mass Communicnﬁon (KLN), MA in Mass
Communication (KLN}, Ph.D in Mass Communication (KLLN), Department of Humanities.

E-mail:senananavakkara@gmail.com
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