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Abstract

A formal structure of an alphabet is the culmi-
nation of phonological knowledge. Therefore,
only an elementary phonologist can make
logical criticisms about the structure of a for-
mal alphabet. Thus, criticism of the structure
of an alphabet is a reflection of the knowledge
of those phoneticians. Cumaratunga Munidasa,
as a phonologist, has criticized the structure of
the Sinhala alphabet. They are [e] [ce:] the two
letters should be the initial letters of the Sinhala
alphabet, retroflex [L] must be positioned in the
middle of the [R] and [L] as [R] - [L] - [ L],
the Visarga should be taken in the category of
fricative and shown as [/} [s] [s] [h] [A]. Par-
ticularly, attention is given to the question of
how Cumarathunga’s views on the order of the
Sinhala alphabet contrasted or agreed with the
latter placement theory of the Aksharasiksha al-
phabet. This study helped to understand whether
the structure of the Sinhala alphabet should be
changed and the nature of Cumaratunga’s pho-
nology knowledge.



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

NTHEO

BEe® aemd @ec @D DxHG ©RITVens Sed e &cHes
988 e V(B DI O D@ D¥weE e KIS dFesIT @l¢
D06 @r1&rmn § ot 6. O6d eBRD D3es3 @ied RO DO DS
18O @R DDICITOD amed gBimend SO, @0 §Bies 0® weEm
80 ® gfed ®Ied ©3wda BERE gdimens’ 80 208 98 & gdec BFso
DB er@10e0d gfed ©000m BEe® B0 @BHC § gcwed ¢ VN0 OB
RO ewes’. ROICR® DO @i M€ BB BE OI8O ed ® OO 1939
g BBwu® wlvbed Bowe Dxiwiens Sedbma we 3dde O JO gl Ko
DB en®@1100 Dxwe B® (00 el T evm 80 AV ¢ ewes (R®ITPe®, 1939:
15-16). emetd 0wl @D otdman RATDBSI ¢ec Bwr DUen®iED ©30d0m
BBe® & ano@ma we »Os Yl Dwewrs’ ¢deadd) w0 eRO® Heso emnd
230030 BB e @0 p@ICPe® es 330300 BBe® & efrwsin Wb
Bae »E DO SHER O eses’. o® Hhiusm wved EIE cPeen Dxiden
Bocened & e300 Ced. ©98 & ewidn ¢cde® & LY ewide wy Dwbnn
BOIDOD ®E @06 08yl aed ©3d0m OGO DI EDHE ©. GO
€06 ‘B, O, €, @, O dwerys’ Subonn ‘@, ©, &, ¥, &’ DBenrs’ BUHHBOD @O
a1® (R®10me®, 2000: 03). De®x3 ® “arvslems’ ewitc B0 OB Gy & 6B
e ¢ 'cod®ed ¢ & F OUows’B © ewln gy ¢ ©m acHess ¢ 990 B
a1® (R®Co®, 1940: 45-42; @ICemo®, 2009: 38-39). @® HBOODHOED 1B&H®D
DOICo® ey acnes ged Brer DU en®i1ed a3ed sddvn S8e® o
BO® PO B)edide el Bedidn emet ¢ B3 e®8 sleduer VOGOA.

DPeder

8o a380 @100 amOs BEAT O M@IT® §E8ns e Bw®® 3w
00 efn § acwed @ICPved S Y eVE VYEE DS eCADETIeE s
8Remens’ O 000 Frend O acwd aed B DU amn®s
8¢ B»EE emedm G 9530 O Kz, Brds @TOOE O e BO®
RENBOD O DObeam6 emel. detd HE»IFOD & delnme Be® & R B¢wvd
e ORT® Bdw BEAT 1y DIFBEBIBO BB 5w D@1 e Se® &
900D EDEJD IO, BITIHOND DB BHBVIB ¢ IO eDel.

5850 60 OO

gec 8w OUen®icied Dpxne w0 O R®iIdn.vrsied Seddx
D®I0Re® BT @@ D10 By BOTemed & endln @y gnit® ®IBIDE

91



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

2FE0@IROE Drns BEAT @Dime ¢08s ‘endn Vcmbenn DB/D ¢ds
Qv D DBHS eng 0D R VW DB, §Bot® WIIDTH ENIL) ORIV
D R®ICPeved Bo®% 0010w ©. @BGE e ewnided dywas Jedmd [E@®O
8303080 ¢ @200 D @eds (Senevirathana, 2013). de®ss @BCE® ©BIDE OB
2380 KFsr OBer@1ed Dxwes detd @520 VS du O aned Bo@rennzs
e00® O el s DUen®IEw 8gae dodens RBBe®xs’ swEE ©d.
g oot 0Ol D ICrD aed BPwr OU®IEed Dyve ©¢ MOBRES
BE@renwrs @0 1080 s »O1en 0w »O ¢ndr D10 By dodemed
58. 0,

01 0wl BE > CId® DD eI 06 ewided @i1d@med e8irssHe
DE G @

02 ode@rsed dbvnsedusiens’ ey & ¢d® 9108 . Jon & & dbved ®
BOIBHB DE G B BB FIDES @,

DO @t D10 By dodemed & afed &KFwr OU@®ied ©Ieded
DR Dwens’ R®ITP® DeBBENRSS BTCNTS EIDE ¢ DVIden DOJmed &
8BonE a380 @D ¢3de® & By mv@G BE 8O0G &1e3eds’ O D OB
BDCS @B ¢ . OBY,

01 @b gmide OB e8I D10 6. O6 @53mstdd @ed WIewens ®
‘O-C gmed Hlisma wE G @.

02 Besbos c98@1Se0 1eBend ainend BOIHIG WE G G BB FIWES
@¢ma.

el K DBen@iD0 B0¢R O ®ITPe® D 1B @B &cwed »HJ
® 80@s @edSe Bebamemd S 86 g .

BUDICEBSI ENING ICOY WE G B BB LY QBICPeved §De®53 &
DHO@O 53 (1944 @0 11 D &) ‘BodE ACH’ ZOFHO R@I0e® BEe€nrS’
@ 883 g © Qv @I® »Deses COmn wE Dpelvn® »Bwo

"' oy e 00 ‘@ vy &l ewitewrd gc
Be®s 283008 92 »E DO DC
B0y D1 @coddmy 83 8m8x3 O SIS
ds B A B3ews ¢ Bve @ e’

(@10 €Hm0®, 2009: 38-39)

92



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

BHEDS ¢BOD BTHwD @M @ec @D Gid®y wE WPens) @idens’ DO
@@ IO g O esemB. g3ec @ B88ac p@ITved e3rd5
Dimmed eeged ¢deddd § mOr o O1e€ & 81060 BB & I0E @YD
¢ '@m0wd @wBdg O gdn SPHhe g & ¥ Oned eduws & Dm SO
D®ICDe® B O SIS VD BT @d DE0 Oy By Bdmded d» ' ‘@’ ewl ‘et
e®d B8ef ® cPd® @D, (®ITPo®, 1940: 51) " ‘ar’ 1O HBE > 86egg
@R @0 ¢Wed” (@i0me®, 1940: 52) kB EIRDES eves’. o® ¥mws BEAg
8 Bedmows @0 BE3® mw By VW ¢BHO . Vs ¢y o
(FeNE J1DB3 BAC 1B WIBeLH PO BEHOB &L OB ODHEE BEBO HEBN
OB D @,

"9, e O, @ 0 0® andr @®, (8; e d, @ v B8Eedgd
@0 00 ¢ eug ®Ed Bersiess? B, | |, &, gl B» gRpiys detd O ese-®
€0 ® I ¢? .. @, @, 9, &, O, Q e®F», & ayls evg vwrey DO B
»® O 890 ©10. 0® evg V1O eceRHRES BeNdr Bt O e B, @
CBEN BB v e O® 8. eng ed8 Oy IRWE BsODD e(E, 5
BEeded v»® O g8 8I08 aceos e »® (s@evne, 1961: 120).

2cY 98 w@eowng @dlensd end ‘g dbeans ewrd® ecardBsy Beydt
ecs ¢B8. 958,

01 &390 g3 ©00om BBe® & 253056 W0 (B3 @Y 8 e(® -
O w» B88eded apnon d®

02 @m0l CBeEN oSS e wwed O® amda.

e® ®oreR ©¢m ©® D WO (S, gec BFsr dUer@ied od
eded ©30vm BCe® & B aroBs @@ - @ ¢» Bgedes gm®
OB @0 D). OB @Des DOBOR. el Kwr OU@@IEed 8O0 aed
©0e000m @20 grters, Bug © 00 Jnd - {08 drewrs’ gews @m0, Jo
e300 ¢ 2O 0@ DT e SO0 BOC BREDS gewe om0, ¥ & gewcdEO
26 8O0 BB B amd BGion 20 98 & ¢ ve§ O yLtdws ecdy
0 Elwws, vef O Qerwes’ ey O s Dwewrs’ ©ddon Se®B (Byc
88, 2014: 141-197). otdmaned ¢ 20853 - ¢85 WHED DEBBTernwEs eSS
O3 BonEed @b emedm 8 (»>®s/53®) - @085 (em®n/eN®)
@5 @ded dEBmientis exn . 0edn Dximdened O ‘@bl S8xs
@D B0 3mD ‘@ @’ @ 85 O» s e Bug © SO0 85 @d
(C2e300 8BS, 1957: 10). 083 § e300 e¢m gfed BFs O0en®icied e © S

93



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

@083 3t 53853 Gr3ec gy O B el ec Kwr DU er@iEied 00 Bgede
¢ @2057® - 58 D e wHS O wiPewE BO®LD @ICeE EINE (JD
e300) - 2@ (g0 BD0) v BEede evn 0d. » ¢ aed s DU en@11ed
b0 e300 e @0 SO0 BN N O, OB BO0 ¢ BDB® ewlds Bovwced
202D EWECD OB - gL WL eV GUO SO0 - ¢sd DJ ewen gred
B0 DT en@1@00 3000 B8e® & 8m0@m6 »E @S .

‘@’ OUenwsd yodews’ ‘g dUens ¢d® amol BN B and e
OO D wPeng DR ¢ g »HeE SBEOROOEO mD ©® i 00Cs
2L, ROICTved sHEE BERDED a¢x® ‘&’ dbens yod weBws Om oo
‘o Obens 50 e 0D (p®i0me®, 2000: 18-19). & axd ewveg vYeE BEw
BBOE0 amd P8 &G 80060 @xd eng ©Ede gy des’ ‘g, ¢
Deewrs’ @v» O, ‘@, g DBerd. IO &I ewited RO & Gy ¢ BB
ety G1O® ¢ mOr @y o€ el ©sdide wBe® & gwlad V1N eD
OB enOO®»G BOBS ‘@ o v» BEedg an0®m»n @0 aw. & enis’ ‘et
BBemE @wIRG BOB OB G & OB gLwe ¢ed BB DU er®1Eed 30w
8Eac a»DediNews’ @b’ e 0D ecHts e B8R0 g 0d. Ye®s3
® R®ICe® BT 8T D1e0 By Ddmed & aud Kvr Der@1E enw®n O
DO BRed Bo@renns 18 88engds’ 90 ¥y dwews’ ¢om " 7 ‘e
B3O BB w2 88g 0@ evn ¢ed’ (R®i0me®, 2000: 52) tneds’ o5
@DI520 gD DI ece 0 BEOO &8¢ 0d. J ez’ Ben®i» 30l
220 02300 goed 80 © BB WE, '@ dbers @' dlenkd e O cde®
O3 (emB3eI353, 1980: 38) ® 0BG HOG VD eBess.

cEnDel & & dbmed ® SDoHn DE G G (B3 LU

DO andi 910 By Dddemed € gmed &KPwr DUen@ied BOEm
BedDmE wIBS 1T "ceg® andt & & v @ O D6t @Y Gt. e
801 DEeB B ci® o ¢ Eled D853 VW0 @10 & BREdss ¢FOG.
DO @mdi D10€ & ®IC® Vel 98P & & Dbved ¢ ¢ arm. BBx®
2060 CHE®NSE0 ¢ & J Do s gy ¢ BB gL S dO0 AELT D
B ® WOren OF3e ' 80 '® e ees DBerSes’ Bredsl HESTOE.

08 DBIWS DD WITD WE V1SS 32 CDRG oy BB EBDEDLS
DB®BB0OE YOO o® NS, CDDITen EWeenns @@IdHed evtd aD.
23083203 @IRTDBSS ' 8O '© e § aed 8o w€siged Buben wm »H853
@ J dube el oPBests S dwewns’ O swmd ot (S O® Heso
OBved O ¢ OBwm O 8D . e®s ® & 3® dbvwm ® gewis

94



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

aCesgen, ¢eeds ©NIgen, ©is aCEIn, @le ©wigien, 8B BB B0
Ob® s® BRI ¢ ey OO arD. ewetd edms DU0ISes WD &I BNOEGSS
& adec S8wsedd oDBIden Evens § Digidcid yoen dwens’ ¢DDIcen @53En
adBed Bubn 8O’ wm wren @ I0ens EEdBIes’ B, & enis’ & edlcencs
@000 @ ® & gPed Dsy 0Dm © wreiars Dwewrs’ ©®5e® o¥nd ¢ i
D er. 0® atec B8snd DSl B DO B @B e bnuPed s
200 NOB ® WD B O BBedn aduln § cvd@rSec ¢ Bubn neamewnd
@ © ¢ Gy DO e PBO0 o) 8. DBvrSed e cDDIden s en
g yben desbine v DOreg e BE dvrSes 6y BB B 50 »E
DEBCenn @ v @cwis »H® 9d@iFed ¢ & & Do ® ¢ gy o8
o0e53es O8O DEWYE 106 (S DO wy Jwbvws ¢ cr8eG S DeBs
CoB® @ SOBR® B3 B1OG @D @S 0. BB ¢ asdreesdrec ¢ & & dbvews
® P00 g © @B @ B BB B ©. DO ¢ PeBWS 330w S O®
e GBS a53mied e OB® v ®0g @i @d. 6O eS8 @ a8
O ©Og B DS @wivs OB O53es’ Bubn-aduln ea8e®s’ wey eedabn
g guimeedd oy cvd@nsed edm © ORea.

27380 Brwr D@00 S0 BEe® & am0@me 200 e 0® be-
2edelben eal® ¢ © Tl & & Devd ® cPde gy DD BICe®
et (S O Y 0® Hobn-atduln edB® uSeds »I®S e ey
Denent adlmes e me O 88 gy ©. detd O dwd AEB; I
BBeuns comEome e OIS «.

01 =07 @m0t D1e€ & cI8@1e0 & & Deod @1 ® 3P0 AELT Digidied
OOTO® WD I CUPOB @ B BB @Y amd & F sl &
320 ® D@D OB IEOWS ¢ @B eWelm ewdBs YOG ¢ cDe Gy
@ B53» 850. 008 & a3mdd 88 ¢ udm we v «.

02 8 € 8mD 0053 we O O3 OvwmO gewls @EeLgen, el
Owocgen, ewis aCHITn, ewls Onien, MBS BB aPed dB® v
Bedm ends’ & & 080w awsd O oG 98®18e0 ¢ (s H18 ez’
Db o0 g O ot cdensed ¢ (e g o euim 850. e®8 &
VS @@ (B DO w3 & eOmDO BU@Iens 0 OB DS 3PS
¢BeIERE DO ¢ Y& wE DB @.

@B ©10g @B 0 OO0 D dvexXsy aed Bube - adebe
©35)ed53 D86 @20 e sef O atdubn ecdy) O (SD® D& @wivs
D®ws8.

95



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

QLY emOK aSedd auied MHIDEHES @ '0-Q’ FDedS SNOHG WE G &
@D GEHE

D@I0e® DBICen DOJmed & 8380810 ¢WPde® & Yues gwides
3 Bhmed IO arimeEdSed moemted 'O-@° @ved ¢iIgd ¢ & 8Edg
BE o10EC BB w0 . @€ @B GOLE €00 3O eBimed @z
¢ Beds Simem 9@ B eed BPsr dUen@Eed ammend ¢
g’ DB @D Dewwmds 85D @. 8o $I1ed GOLY gmded SO
2B REB00S e Dedwmds B enis’ Oe e Bimed ® ¢Sd® .
008 & R®in.ved WEwEND BOCE ¢. LY €0t 0dm © ¢PB0e o¥neds’
@ DBICen Cven ¢ @53l BBonis B D WO ¢ BED O HOB&.
153 €153 QBLY €m0 ¢ a53mnedd QD BEnema. detd BEO1R® wewr R®ITR®
8 303w edmes BEE ¢ by § OFIHO g>.

Bsben NSO MHDEHS FSDEES SNODE DE @) B BN FCHS

D@ICe® DvIden DDTemed & grfad ®E0 ¢de® & Swbonn ¢1d@rsec
B8 asimend (S0 ¢ J dVewrs ¢ BE s@EE B »3 .
Belbos ¢ c1d@rdede ovlds O6 C1d®rSed DIBNBO ®Be® »MTBD
90068 G, dews ¢ed K DU am®Iied & amedida ww Sulvs edm ©
DB E2NO B BB)esDICE 5 DeBHG e3D0ewWindy @wdss bdeddedns
D ® 08 J® OB Derdemd BcH® @00 e ©. Yo’ B® ewweiSs’ I8
Dedemd @5 BEMI, CIBOND BB RCPBERB BB 20 evD AG IB®IFEo
DRSO ©BIes O 6 Brime e G R®ITP® WO ‘@ B @ B ¢
@B 020B0 ¢ B3 ¢ DOBB @GP 6. ‘@ B B W 3 B3 PBSCOES ‘@ ® 38 B»
gec gewis O and W' ewnls 0. AYE e B YD el Heus @
B 8 B @eo BB D0 8 0. oSS Bl dwens’ ‘@ ® © 8 BB
@380 eng ©1eEdNsS T ® B 8 BNEDD CIPB g ¢. J amd cuEd aed t @
B 6 » BReds’ BP0 8 0. 9D0 meBdens B 5, ¥ 6B I8 IPEd
@&z @80 3 GBI D1e0. AT PHOWLDO E®H(B LD ¢ BBL® ©OeDS
cl. & el ameddided ww Subved Serdumd BEm O6 eDm ® rentdnss
R V(SO O» D enes’.

o®eidann

RZDe1R) & OIT® R gied Kz DUean®icied Dyve S8R
@® 2DeRiRVwm 8O arw. aec Kwr DBea@iD 88 O Seddmwes wy B
a5 § 90w 88T acwes p®i10.nd s@Bed . 8ed Kwr DU en®iEed

96



The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I, October - November 2024

3006 B8Rt @@Iiomeved DediVs wdyben 208 & onids’ ® & 8ac O
D05 BedD5 ¢ ¢e30tden DS BEICErs’ @MING 0@ WE G G, ¢V IFBS
OBmPBcOE asimend Bimom e Gy @, debon 8T DeBlen
a53mee BOImon BE G © B gcntd SOBe®S BER ©d. Yews) o
€206 8533 0B0 IHNBO @ O - @ Pvend 88988 widen O
et 100 aded Kdwr O8en®IC) e)POEO ¢ DD® DS SEE ©d.

oG @0 MHNOBG
ROICeHDo®, @BOEB, (2009) BowE amd, EE®: 1. evied Y wewicdewss.

D®10e®, §Fcoes, (1939) "®e®isnidnin ee®®dns’ @@ BonE Dximden Dedbme T g
B IO 2 eI (1939. &E 24), (30ed.) @0 §Bcoes.

(2000) Ox1Cen BSOS BB, EDIED: &8s, @IS 838 EWICCOES.

(1940) “>07 aRdr Oe” L ecdm edDA® 1-4 R (1940. &8 15), (w0d.) ROICPe®
gBcoes.

enmsImemis’, d88enE (es0ed.), (1980) 0s Cven SHEIED evds D e Sem.
OIER: HerEED Y BSIOS.

Omme00 88, »®»wed, (1957) @dilbd O53cmr »H® § ©0eddmnbd DBIDBD, eIe®:
B0 GEenEa.

By 88, B899, (2014) 8o 580 @100, @2e®: e8s. @mDed 5w Be®icdewss.
w@ene, ¢ 98, (1961), 51953 8T, eme®: ¢®. 8. eneds) oy B&IOE.

Senevirathna, Rohana, (2013) Surabharativaranarthamaharnavabinduh DOI: 10.6084/
m9.figshare.22492582.v1. (accessed 12. 02. 2020)

97



