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Abstract 

(From Medieval Sinhalese era to Kandian era)

Traditionally there are two main branches 
of monks in Sri Lanka. They are Grāmә vāsī 
and Araɳyә vāsī. Two types of educational 
institutes are there named as Piriveɳә and Guru 
Gedәrә. There were very famous Piriveɳәs 
such as Diksad̃ә Senevi (Dīɡʰәsandәsēnāpati), 
Sunhātә, Dīɡʰәcaŋkәmәnә, Pʰalaɡɡә, Maruɡaɳә, 
Mahākapārā, Silāpassә, Majūrәpādә, Viɟәjәbā, 
Padmāvәtī, Gʰanānandә, Sunetrā Mahādēvī, and 
Iruɡal Tilәkә as education centers of monks. 
The syllabus of Piriveɳә education center is 
Nam potә, Maɡ̃ul Lakuɳә, Gaɳәdevi Hǣllә 
and Vadan Kavi Potә, Sidat Saɡ̃әrā etc. under 
Sinhalese language, Nāmākʰjātә Padәmālā, 
Bālāvәtārә, Abʰidʰānappadīpikā etc. under Pāli 
language, and Buddʰә Gaɟɟәjә, Sakaskaɖә, 
Nāmāʂʈә ʃatәkә, Pratjә ʃatәkә, Sūrjә ʃatәkә, 
Bʰakti ʃatәkә, Vjāsәkārә, Sārasvәtә etc. under 
Sanskrit language.
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Introduction

According to the chronicles named Mahāvansә and Dīpavansә the arrival of 
venerable Mahāmahindә who was the son of emperor Ashoka came to this island 
was the main turning point of religious tradition, culture, education, ethics, rituals, 
architecture, water technology, and paddy cultivation in Sri Lanka. The education 
system was mainly based on Buddhist temple and monks up to the arrival of 
Portuguese to this country. Mahāvihārә situated in sacred city Anurādʰәpurә was 
the first educational institute of the country and later period Abʰәyәɡiri and Jētәvanә 
were established as main institutes of different sects of Buddhism. The name Piriveɳә 
is used for monastery school or religious educational institute in Sri Lanka. There 
were very famous Piriveɳәs such as Diksad̃ә Senevi (Dīɡʰәsandәsēnāpati), Sunhātә, 
Dīɡʰәcaŋkәmәnә, Pʰalaɡɡә, Maruɡaɳә, Mahākapārā, Silāpassә, Majūrәpādә, 
Viɟәjәbā, Padmāvәtī, Gʰanānandә, Sunetrā Mahādēvī, and Iruɡal Tilәkә from 
Anurādʰәpurә to Kōttē reign. In ancient period the Piriveɳә established in the temple 
which was one and only educational center for all the people of the land. Later 
period the novices as well as the boys who do practices for monkhood are learning 
in Piriveɳә educational institutes and girls are not allowed to study there. At present 
there are common schools run by the government and private sector for boys and 
girls in the country. 

Literature Review

Some scholars who paid their attention on the traditional education have 
mentioned the structure and method of ancient educational system in Sri Lanka. 
Abayaratna Adikari mentioned about the classical education system and its 
origine, evolution and development in his ‘ʃrī Lankāvē Sambʰāwjә Adʰāpәnә hā 
Mahasaɡ̃әruvәnә’. Wibhawi Wijayasriwardhana described the text books of Kandian 
period, contemporary education system and the structure of classical education in 
his ‘Sinhәlә Bʰāʂādʰjәjәnә Samprәdājә hā Pāʈʰjә Grantʰә’. ‘Sijәwasәkә Adʰāpәnә 
Prәkāʃәjә’ which was printed by the Department of Education contains the origine, 
evolution, developments and structure of the Sri Lanka education before and after the 
British period. ‘Sanɡʰәrāɟә Sādʰucarijā’ which was written by Attәrәɡamә Rāɟәɡuru 
Banɖārә contains the basic structure and the exact situation of the education system in 
Kandian period. Gaɳәdevi Hǣllә saha Vadan Kavi Potә (the author is not confirmed) 
which was written in Kandian period mentioned the systematic children education 
in Sri Lanka.
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Research Methodology

   The qualitative research method is mainly used in this article. The primary 
as well as the secondary resources are used for the data collection. The traditional 
monastery education system of Sri Lanka is basically taken into account in this 
research. The religious and literary texts such as Nam potә, Maɡ̃ul Lakuɳә, Gaɳәdevi 
Hǣllә and Vadan Kavi Potә, Sidat Saɡ̃әrāvә, Girā Sandēʃәyә, Hansә Sandēʃәyә, 
Bālāvәtārә, and inscriptions of Mediaeval period are used to quote the relevant 
facts. The quoted data is analyzed systematically and make suggestions as well as 
conclusions at the end of the research.  

Results and Discussion

Sinhala people have long and continuous history, religious traditions and highly 
developed educational system. The Buddhist monks also have been playing a leading 
role in education from 300 B. C. Traditionally there are two main branches of monks 
in Sri Lanka. They are Grantʰә dʰurә/Grāmә vāsī - the monks, who study the doctrine 
of Buddha and the other relevant subjects, serve to the common society and live in 
village temples, are known as Grāmә vāsī Bʰikʂūs. Vidarʃәnā dʰurә/Araɳyә vāsī - the 
monks who study doctrine of Buddha and meditate in the forest monasteries away 
from the common society are named as Araɳyә vāsī.  

There are two types of educational institutes in Sri Lanka. Piriveɳә - Temple 
based educational center. Here the education is totally free. Guru Gedәrә - Private 
educational center. The student has to pay some money or to work there throughout 
the learning period. 

The student who is studying at the Piriveɳә education center has to learn the 
following set of books representing three main languages.

Nam potә, Maɡ̃ul Lakuɳә, Gaɳәdevi Hǣllә and Vadan Kavi Potә, Sidat Saɡ̃әrā 
etc. under Sinhalese language. Nāmākʰjātә Padәmālā, Bālāvәtārә, Abʰidʰānappadīpikā 
etc. under Pāli language. Buddʰә Gaɟɟәjә, Sakaskaɖә, Nāmāʂʈә ʃatәkә, Pratjә ʃatәkә, 
Sūrjә ʃatәkә, Bʰakti ʃatәkә, Vjāsәkārә, Sārasvәtә etc. under Sanskrit language.

 	 Here the monks and some other scholars studied various subjects from 
different fields. These subjects are Buddhism and Buddhist philosophy (Sūtrә, Vinәyә, 
Abʰidʰarmә), Buddhist commentaries, Vēdә, Nāʈyә ʃāstrә, Cʰandas Alaŋkārә/Kāvyә 
ʃāstrә, Vyākarәɳә, Vaidyә ʃāstrә, Jyōtiʂyә, and Artʰә ʃāstrә.
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The syllabus of the Guru Gedәrә is Vaidyә ʃāstrә, Jyōtiʂyә, Dʰanuʃʃilpә, 
Aʃvәʃilpә, Hastiʃilpә, Citrәʃilpә, Mūrtiʃilpә, Vāstuvidyā, Bʰūtәvidyā, Ātmārakʂәkә 
Krīɖā etc. 

According to the records the life of student in Sri Lankan educational history 
is full of sorrow, sufferings, disturbances and hindrances. Mostly it happened in 
Guru Gedәrә. The novices are living in the temples and face fewer disturbances in 
connection with the education. 

When we examine the above-mentioned facts, it is easy to understand the 
common structure of education in Sri Lanka, various groups who engage with 
educational sections, the syllabus of the religious and private institutes, the gradual 
change of the system from ancient to modern, and the punishment methods used in 
the academic centers.

According to the chronicles named Mahāvansә (Malalasekara 1937:7-3) and 
Dīpavansә (Oldenberg 1879: ix. 21-22) the arrival of king Viɟәjә in 5th c. B. C. from 
India to Sri Lanka was the first record about the beginning of Sinhalese community. 
In 3rd c. B. C. venerable Mahāmahindә who was the son of emperor Ashoka came to 
this island (Geiger 1912:89) with Buddhism. It was the main turning point of religious 
tradition, culture, education, ethics, rituals, architecture, water technology, and paddy 
cultivation in Sri Lanka. The education system was mainly based on Buddhist temple 
and monks up to the arrival of Portuguese to this country. Mahāvihārә situated in 
sacred city Anurādʰәpurә was the first educational institute of the country and later 
period Abʰәjәɡiri and Jētәvanә were established as main institutes of different sects of 
Buddhism. The name Piriveɳә is used for monastery school or religious educational 
institute in Sri Lanka. There were very famous Piriveɳәs such as Diksad̃ә Senevi 
(Dīɡʰәsandәsēnāpati), Sunhātә, Dīɡʰәcaŋkәmәnә, Pʰalaɡɡә, Maruɡaɳә (Geiger 
1912:113), Mahākapārā, Silāpassә, Majūrәpādә, Viɟәjәbā, Padmāvәtī, Gʰanānandә, 
Sunetrā Mahādēvī, and Iruɡal Tilәkә from Anurādʰәpurә to Kōttē reign. There are 
some famous Piriveɳәs Viddjōdәjә, Vidjālankārә, Parәmәdʰammәcētijә etc. which 
are playing significant role in the religious education in present Sri Lanka. In ancient 
period the Piriveɳә established in the temple which was one and only educational 
center for all the people of the land. Later period the novices as well as the boys 
who do practices for monkhood are learning in Piriveɳә educational institutes and 
girls are not allowed to study there. At present there are common schools run by the 
government and private sector for boys and girls in the country. Aforesaid Piriveɳәs 
are separate and specific educational centers for monks. 
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There are two types of Piriveɳә educational centers in Sri Lanka. They are as 
follows:

i. 	 Primary level Piriveɳәs (common syllabus is Sinhalese, Pāli and Sanskrit 
languages, Buddhism, Buddhist culture, and Vinәjә or basic religious law for 
Buddhist monks etc.)

ii. 	 Secondary level Piriveɳәs (common syllabus is Buddhist philosophy, Sinhalese, 
Pāli and Sanskrit languages, Vjākarәɳә (grammar), Cʰandas Alaŋkārә (prosodic 
features/metrics), Jjōtiʂjә (astrology), Vaidjә ʃāstrә (Āyurvēdic medicine), 
Gaɳitә (mathematics), Minitә (surveying), Tarkә (logic), Njājә (theory), basic 
degrees and post graduate degrees etc.)

Traditionally there are two main branches of monks in Sri Lanka 
(Wickremasinghe 1928:26916). They are named as follows:

Grantʰә dʰurә / Grāmә vāsī 

The monks, who study the doctrine of Buddha and the other relevant subjects, 
serve to the common society and live in village temples are known as Grāmә vāsī 
Bʰikʂūs.

These monks who are living in village or town temples have to do social and 
religious services for the benefit of this birth (ihәlōkә) and the next birth (parәlōkә) 
of the donators. Actually, the monk is the leader of the village if he does not have 
the ruling power. Therefore, some fundamental and compulsory teachings are 
recommended for every monk in the temple. They are mentioned in Polonnaruvә 
Galvihārә rock inscription of Parākkramә-bāhu -I (1153-86 c. A.D.). 

“…ɡrantʰә dʰurәjen væɖijak koʈæ ɡatә nohenә antēvāsikә saddʰivihārikәjan lavā 
mulsikʰә sēkʰijā vanәpot kәrәvā sikʰәvalәd̃ә vinisә asvā….” (Wickremasinghe 
1928:27022-23). ‘Those antēvāsikas (monks living under head monks) and 
saddʰivihārikas (monks living with other monks in the same temple) who 
are unable to master a great portion of the prescribed course of study, should 
at least be made to learn by heart mulsikʰә and sēkʰijā and to rehearse the 
sikʰәvalәd̃ә-vinisә’.

When we examine the above facts, every monk has to study and follow at least 
mulsikʰә (basic religious laws), sēkʰijā (75 norms for day-to-day life of monks), and 
sikʰәvalәd̃ә-vinisә (rules for monks who got higher ordination or Upәsampәdā).
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“…vinәjen kudusikʰә hā pāmok dә sutatin dasәdʰam sūtrәjә anumānә sūtrәjә 
dә vanәpot piriheɭijә nodī….” (ibid 27019-20). ‘They should not be allowed to 
neglect the learning at least of the kudusikʰә and the pāmok from the Vinәjә 
literature and the Dasәdʰammә-suttә, and the Anumānә-suttә from the Suttantә 
(piʈәkә)’.

The head monk has to teach these four sections which is mentioned below to 
the student/trainee before ordination or Prәvraɟjā. It is found in Anurādʰәpurә slab 
inscription of king Kassәpә -V (929-39 c. A.D.)

“mahaɳ kәrat pirit satәr baɳvar piɳisvūvan mahaɳ kәrәnu isā” (Wickremasinghe 
1912:4838) ‘If any are to be admitted to the order, they shall be those familiar with 
the four sections of the Paritta’ (chanting Sūtrәs).

According to the above mentioned Galvihārә rock inscription the novices 
should commit to memory at least these three sections. “…herәɳәnudu herәɳsikʰә 
sēkʰijā dasәdʰam sutan vanәpot koʈæ….” (Wickremasinghe 1928:27025) ‘Novices 
should also learn and rehearse the herәɳәsikʰә the sēkʰijā and the dasәdʰammә-suttә’. 
Here the novices have to study and obey herәɳәsikʰә (basic rules for novices or 
Sāmәɳērәs), sēkʰijā (75 norms for day-to-day life of monks), and dasәdʰammә-suttә 
(the sūtrә with 10 memorabilia for monks).

Vidarʃәnā dʰurә / Araɳjә vāsī 

The monks who study doctrine of Buddha and meditate in the forest monasteries 
away from the common society are named as Araɳjә vāsī. The main task of these 
monks is concentration of their mind on meditation. Some monks are there in forest 
monasteries that have good knowledge on Grantʰә dʰurә or various subjects and left 
it saying useless “balā palāpәjekæji nokәɭējә ɡaru” ‘having studied and left them 
because of nonsense’ (Wickramasinghe 1995:63).

According to the convention every writer has to use Buddha’s character for 
poems and the existence and behavior for prose. 

“peden budusiritæ basin vat sirit ǣ” (Gnāɳәsīhә 1964,1:20)

‘It should be the character of Buddha in poems and existence and behavior 
in prose’
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Therefore, the teachers of every Piriveɳә education center teach their students 
to create prose and poem according to this tradition.

This convention is strictly followed in early periods of Sinhalese literature. But 
it gradually changed in later periods and different types of prose and poems entered 
to the Sinhalese literature. The monks in the Piriveɳәs used to study the romantic 
literature of Sanskrit. Therefore, the legislators of Buddhist religion have established 
some rules to avoid the monks from contemptible literature. It is mentioned in 
Dab͂әdeɳi Katikāvәtә (enactment of Dab͂әdeɳi). “kāvjә nāʈәkādī ɡarhitә vidjā nūɡatә 
jutu nūɡænvijә jutu” ‘(monks) do not learn and teach the poems and dramas which 
are despised’ 

There were some other two groups of monks from the period of Buddha. They 
are named as follows:

Dʰarmәdʰarә 

The monk who becomes the expert on Buddhism/Buddhist philosophy is 
known as Dʰarmәdʰarә Bʰikʂu. Most of the Dʰarmәdʰarә monks live in the temples 
of village/town. Therefore, there is a close connection between Grantʰә dʰurә and 
Dʰarmәdʰarә. The Dʰarmәdʰarә is mainly based on the doctrine or Dʰarmә of Buddha 
whereas the Grantʰә dʰurә is based on any kind of knowledge.  

Vinәjәdʰarә 

The monk who becomes the expert on Vinәjә or Buddhist religious law is 
known as Vinәjәdʰarә Bʰikʂu. The Vinәjәdʰarә monks commonly live in village/town 
temples as well as in monasteries. There is no close connection between Vidarʃәnā 
dʰurә and Vinәjәdʰarә. The monks from the stream of Vidarʃәnā dʰurә normally live 
in forests whereas Vinәjәdʰarә monks live in village/town temples as well as forests.

There are two types of educational institutes in Sri Lanka.

Piriveɳә (Temple based educational center. Here the education is totally free. The 
syllabus is mentioned above.)

Guru Gedәrә (Private educational center. The student has to pay some money or to 
work there throughout the learning period.) 
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The student who is studying at the Piriveɳә education center has to learn the 
following set of books representing three main languages.

i. 	 Sinhalese - Nam potә (names of the temples in Kandian period), Maɡ̃ul 
Lakuɳә (symbols of Buddha’s feet), Gaɳәdevi Hǣllә saha Vadan Kavi Potә 
(poetry book about God Gaɳēʂә and Sinhalese alphabet practice), Sidat Saɡә̃rā 
(standard grammar book of Sinhalese) etc.

ii. 	 Pāli - Nāmākʰjātә Padәmālā (declension of nouns and conjugation of verbs), 
Bālāvәtārә (basic Pāli grammar book), Abʰidʰānappadīpikā (Pāli synonyms) 
etc.

iii. 	 Sanskrit - Buddʰә Gaɟɟәjә (hymnal poems about Buddha), Sakaskaɖә, (prose 
about Buddha written with Hybrid-Sanskrit language), Nāmāʂʈә ʃatәkә (stanzas 
with 108 names for Buddha), Pratjәjә ʃatәkә, Sūrjә ʃatәkә, Bʰakti ʃatәkә, 
Vjāsәkārә, Sārasvәtә (basic Sanskrit grammar book) etc.

There is a time table in Piriveɳә educational centers for all the novices in the 
institute. It shows the systematic life style of the monastery. “sædæhæjen sasun van 
kulәdaruvan visin aruɳәʈә paɭәmuvә dæhæʈi vaɭәd̃ā maɭu petman hæmәd̃ә nimәvā 
pæn perәhā tabā…potә kijәvā patә lijәvā asәnә pirivahanә dejә vanәpot koʈә” ‘The 
novice who entered to the order of monk with faith having brushed the teeth, having 
swept the yards, having filtered the water, having read the books, having written the 
(palm) leaves, having committed to memory asking and reciting things’ (Wimәlәjōti 
2004:16-17).

This system of Piriveɳә education is very famous in the kingdom of Kōʈʈē 
(14th - 15th c. A. D.). Girā Sandēʃәjә is the poetry book written in this period to 
praise Saŋɡʰәrājә (king of monks) Toʈәɡamuvē ʃrī Rāhulә who is the principal of 
Toʈәɡamuvә Viɟәjәbā Piriveɳә. There is a description of the education system of this 
Piriveɳә in Girā Sandēʃәjә. According to the subjects of this Piriveɳә it does not 
play one stream of study and represents the Grāmә vāsī sect of the order of monks. 
There were students from various fields.

The monks of the Piriveɳә mainly study three main sections of Buddhism.

“Abidam peɭә arut, Suturu daham, Vinәjә najә” (Jayәtilәkә 1987:48)

‘Abʰidʰarmә (deep doctrine) and meaning, Sūtrә doctrine, theory of Vinәjә or 
Buddhist rules’
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Some of the students study the astrology and some others study medicine. It 
is mentioned in Girā Sandēʃә.  

“pabākәrә sidat samәharu ɡaniti id̃ә” (ibid 49)

‘Some people count the Sūrjәsiddʰāntә (a part of astrology)’

“vedәvәru vedә satәrә piruvәti” (ibid 49)

‘Doctors learn the medicine’

There are some students who study economics.

“samәharu at satәrә piruvәti” (ibid 49)

‘Some people learn economics’

“dænәɡat  sad̃ә lakәrә vijәrәɳә vijat       muɭu 
  pavәsat   saku maɡәdә eɭu demәɭә kav   naɭu” (ibid 49)

‘Group of scholars who knew the prosodic features/metrics say the poems and 
drama of Sanskrit, Pāli, Sinhala and Tamil’

Some novices are there who commit to memory the basic grammar of three main 
languages. They study Sinhalese grammar Sidat Saɡ̃әrā, Pāli grammar Bālāvәtārә, 
and Sanskrit grammar Sārasvәtә.

“herәɳә ræsekә vijәrәɳә vanәpot kәrәnә” (ibid 49) 
‘There are group of novices who are memorizing the grammar’

Brahmin people are not the main category of the Sri Lankan social groups. They 
came from India to promote Hinduism and Sanskrit language in the country. They 
also came to this Piriveɳә to learn Vēdә. This head monk of the institute Toʈәɡamuvē 
Rāhulә was the greatest scholar in the reign of Kōʈʈē.

“bamuɳu ræsek vedarut kereti dārәɳә” (ibid 49) 
‘Group of Brāhmins commit to memory the Vēdә and meaning’

Here the monks and some other scholars studied various subjects from 
different fields. These subjects are Buddhism and Buddhist philosophy (Sūtrә, 
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Vinәjә, Abʰidʰarmә), Buddhist commentaries, Vēdә, Nāʈjә ʃāstrә (drama), Cʰandas 
Alaŋkārә/Kāvjә ʃāstrә (prosodic features/metrics), Vjākarәɳә (grammar), Vaidjә ʃāstrә 
(Ājurvēdic medicine), Jjōtiʂjә (astrology), and Artʰә ʃāstrә (economics).

Hansә Sandēʃәjә is the poetry book written in the same period to praise 
Ven. Vanәratәnә who is the principal of kǣrәɡalә Padmāvәtī Piriveɳә. There is a 
description of the education system of this Piriveɳә in Hansә Sandēʃәjә. According to 
the subjects of this Piriveɳә it mainly plays the stream of Buddhist religious studies 
and partly refuses the Grāmә vāsī sect of the order of monks.

“herәɳәsikә kijәti herәɳō tænin tænә” (Wickramasinghe 1995:62)

‘The novices read herәɳәsikә (basic rules for novices) staying here and there’

“munsikә sikәvaɭәd̃ә vimәsәnә saɡ̃ә ɡaɳәjә” (ibid 63)

‘group of monks examine Mūlәsikkʰā (basic rules for monks) and Sikʰәvaɭәd̃ә 
(rules for monks)’

“terә baɳә, viɟam peɭarut, suturu peɭә dam, vinәjә piʈәkәjә” (ibid 63) 

‘Sermon for elder monks, Abʰidʰarmә (deep doctrine) and meaning, Sūtrә, 
Vinәjә or Buddhist rules’ are basically studied in Padmāvәtī Piriveɳә at Kǣrәɡalә.

   The student who is studying at the Guru Gedәrә education center has to learn 
the following subjects according to his or his parents’ preference. The studying of 
all the subjects is not compulsory here. The syllabus of the Guru Gedәrә is Vaidjә 
ʃāstrә (Ājurvēdic medicine), Jjōtiʂjә (astrology), Dʰanuʃʃilpә (archery), Aʃvәʃilpә 
(horse riding/horsemanship), Hastiʃilpә (elephant riding), Vāstuvidjā (architecture), 
Citrәʃilpә (painting), Mūrtiʃilpә (sculpture), Bʰūtәvidjā (black magic), Ātmārakʂәkә 
Krīɖā (martial arts) etc. Some teachers are there with an expert knowledge or practice 
in one subject or art. They give that tradition their own sons or close relatives only. 
Vaidjә ʃāstrә (Ājurvēdic medicine), Bʰūtәvidjā (black magic) and Ātmārakʂәkә Krīɖā 
(martial arts) come from generation to generation using this specific method.

There are some Jātәkә tales Vēdabbʰә (Amaramōli 1961:122), Paɲcājudʰә 
(ibid 136), Asātәmantә (ibid 146), Cullә Dʰanuɡɡahә (ibid 676) etc. which describe 
the traditional education system of Buddhist civilization. According to the Jātәkә 
stories the lay students have to go to the residence of teacher and stay there up to 
the end of education. They have to pay money to the teacher as well as to do all the 
tasks in that home.
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According to the records the life of student in Sri Lankan educational history 
is full of sorrow, sufferings, disturbances and hindrances. Mostly it happened in 
Guru Gedәrә. The novices are living in the temples and face fewer disturbances 
in connection with the education. Sometimes the lay students dislike going to 
the educational institute because of cruel punishment. The real picture of these 
punishments is found in Gaɳәdevi Hǣllә saha Vadan Kavi Potә.

“vǣvæl kōʈu nāran sijәb͂әlā 	               atu 
kitul pol irәʈu væl kasәb͂ilijә	               atu 
mehæmә ipal maɡe dǣsәʈә nopǣ 	 jutu 
pamā novī emi akurәʈә mejin           	  matu” 

(Jayәtilәkә 1987:13)

‘I dislike seeing canes, sticks, branches of mandarin orange and tamarind, 
palmae and coconut sticks, and branches of nettle. I will come to study hereafter 
without late.’

“ammoji kijā kīwat ɡuru deteji bæʈә”  (ibid 13)

‘If I shout painfully the teacher will give punishment.’

“in apә daɡ̃ә ɡēkә lū dǣjә ammā” (ibid 13)

‘Because of sending school the mother put us in prison’

Some of the students see the educational centers are prisons, because their 
mothers take and keep them in the school where they face hindrances. 

The teachers and parents emphasize the importance of the education if there 
is such kind of difficulties. 

“allәʈә siɡ̃ā wat rasә næti kævili 	 kakā 
valkoɭә bimә atuʈә nidi nolæbә duk 	  takā 
kalɡijә redi værәli æd̃ә dæli kuɳen      	  vakā 
ælmen akuru uɡaniv idiri væɖә                       	takā” (ibid 13)

 ‘You beg tasteless food and eat, lie on leaves without proper sleep, wear old 
cloths without cleaning but you gain the knowledge for future benefits.’



38

The Journal of Language and Culture Vol. 2, Issue I,  October - November 2024

“uɡәtә manā ʃilpәjәmaji matu rækenā” (ibid 13)

‘The knowledge that we gain will be the protection of future’

If the student face too much of difficulties in his educational life he will get 
more advantages in society near future. That’s why students must learn and hope 
better future bearing all the disturbances. 

Conclusion

When we examine the above-mentioned facts, it is easy to understand the 
common structure of education in Sri Lanka, various groups who engage with 
educational sections, the syllabus of the religious and private institutes, the gradual 
change of the system from ancient to modern, and the punishment methods used in 
the academic centers.
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