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ABSTRACT

Sri Lankan Gypsies are not the indigenous Sri Lankan. They are a group
of people which have recognition in tradition, tribes and ethnicity. Gypsies have
been perennially regarded as nomads as they have no fixed abode and they travel
from place to place as frequently as in seven day intervals. So this tiny race did
not have permanent dwellings. Since the world is gradually changing many
families belonging to this group have diminished in number. Most gypsy families
are now extinct and minority gypsies are still living in many Asian countries,
including Sri Lanka, and the South India. They came to Sri Lanka through the
western coast of the country and made their new settlement close to Kalawewa in
villages such as Galgamuwa, Nochchivagama, Mihintale, Pulivankuiama,
Vijithapura, Kagamea, Kekirawa efc........................

The village which was selected for this study is called “ Kudagama? that
is closer to Thambuththegeama comprises cf traditional gypsy features. Gypsies
traditional communication system was buried with the present communication.
Although Sri Lanken gypsies are not an ancient Sri Lankan traditional
community group, they are a group of people presently established in Sri Larnikan
society. The gypsy reserved their fraditional social rites and rituals up today due to
the continuation of the social and cultural gap. The gypsies think that there is a
social gap between majority Sinhala society and them. Due to this social gap they
have persevered their traditional rites and rituals up today. They survive as they
have done for centuries by reading palms, snake charming and training monkeys
to perform tricks. There is a little doubt that gypsies are gradually changing as a
result of evolving economic and social factors, dlthough the change cannot be
marked as a radical change towards total social and economic integration.

' Dr.D.M Wasanta K Dissanayaka, Senior Lecturer, BA(Hons.)in Sinhaiz (FDN) M.,phil in Sinhala
(PDN} Ph.D in World Literature (University of Narjin Normal University,P.R. of China)
Head,Department of Humanities .E-mail: dwasanta@yahoo.com
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