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Abstract

Local traditional arts and crafts have made a prominent contribution to the nurturing
of Sri Lankan culture, and from the Anuradhapura era to the present day, the unique
features of these arts and crafts have attracted international attention. Those traditional
arts have developed from era to era with unique characteristics, and many of their factors
have also been linked to historical places created in different eras. The archeological site
including Vegiriya Natha Temple and Rajamaha Vihara is recognized as a collection of
traditional arts. This research is centered around the problem of the traditional arts and
crafts revealed in that site. Accordingly, this research aims to identify the traditional arts
associated with it and identify their identity, utility, and current status. Interviews were
also used in this research, which includes the Vegiriya Natha Temple, the Rajamaha
Vihara, and the Vaulgala cave system under a fine surface study, studying ancient literary
sources and previous research. The cave inscription found in the Vaulgala cave system
is written in the pre-Brahmi script of Sri Lanka. Its contents reveal information about
people engaged in the gem industry, pottery industry, and ivory carving industry called
Manikara, Kumbakara, and Datika. In the study of the house with the Natha Temple and
Vihara Mandir, a Buddha statue reflecting the sculptural features of the Kandy period, a
pair of Parivara Bhikshu statues, the statues of Lord Avalokiteshwara Natha and Goddess
Tara can be studied through contemporary sculptural features. The walls and ceiling of
the temple are decorated with paintings of the Kandy period, so contemporary paintings
are a good help in identifying the identities and utility of art. The wooden posts used
for Vastu construction are carved and decorated like most of the house structures built
during the Kandy petiod, reflecting craftsmanship. In addition to this, the skills of the
designers have been highlighted through a stone-carved fountain and stone moon lamps.
Many intangible cultural heritages like the annual procession associated with Lord Nath,
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the Nanumura festival, and the Kartika festival are also associated with this. When all
these arts are taken together, the Anuradhapura period arts such as gem industry, ivory
carving, pottery, Kandy period sculptures, paintings, wood, and stone carvings can be
seen through the Vegiriya archaeological site, and many intangible cultural heritages are
linked around the temple.

Keywords: Vegiriya, traditional arts and crafts, Nath temple, Kandy petiod,
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