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Abstract

The evidence suggests that the practice of donating land to temples as sources of in-
come may have begun, at least from the third century BCE. Most likely, the cave, the
cave complex, or the temple should have a steady source of income for the daily needs
of the residents, their religious observances, and the maintenance of buildings. With the
development of food production technology, the ability of monarchs and nobles to make
large sacrifices seems to have increased. The most common type of property conferred
on caves and temples are the village lands. Especially in the BCE By the second century,
not only village lands, but also tanks, canals, and even their incomes were donated to
cave and monasteries.
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