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Tourism plays an important role in Sri Lanka's enog as it contributes significantly to government
revenue. Among the tourist attractions in Sri Lank@pattu National Park is an important place heseait

is the largest National Park which covers an afd81,693 ha. The special feature of this parkésratural
water bodies situated in the park which are refea® “Villus”. Other than that, it is famous foofgrd
watching. Despite the importance of tourism as wcaof revenue it causes degradation of open acces
resources of this nature due to the absence ot exaket value for those resources. Therefore, qrrop
management of these resources is necessary in rdastain the maximum profit from them while
managing in a sustainable manner. This study istt@mpt to estimate the economic value of Wilpagu
such information is necessary in making sound mamagt decisions. Among dif ferent aspects of sites
that can be valued, recreational value is the mpptopriate and commonly applied measure. Therefore
this study estimated the Recreational Value of ¥flp National Park using the Travel Cost MethodaDa
used in this study were collected through a fieid/ey conducted with a sample of 50 visitors. Selaoy
data were extracted from the records of the Depmantrof Wild Life Conservation and the Internet. The
study revealed that the Recreational Value of Wilp&lational Park is Rs. 46.75 million per annunt bu
the total economic value could be many times higfibe maximum revenue from the park could be
obtained if the entrance fee is raised to Rs. 1,58d4ugh it will lead to reduce the number of st at
present by 51.1%, the total revenue of the parkavimerease by 1,272.62%.
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