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This study aims at identifying the life-size statu.es of la,v attire found in Muhu-
du Maha \,'iharaya on the pothunil beach of the eastern coast of sri Lanka
as Boddhisattva Avalokite6vara in the Buddha-Triad. \\re broadly understand
the influence of Mahayana on the eastern coast of the island and therebv holv
Muhudu Maha Vihara was established as a x,Iahayana center and conseqtientl,v
how the statues were sculptured as Boclhisattvas. We studied the inscripi;on o}
the sites, archeological remains in the light of the history of Sri Lankan Bucl-
dhism. In addition, the research shorvs horv the legend of Viharamaha Devi
and Kavantissa is important in identifying the historical ties betr.een Nluhudu
h,'Iaha Vihara and Magul Maha Viharaya. The stud1. also links to later Budclhist
Art of India. Using the descriptions rvritten ibr the general public providecl
in websites and articles, two life-size human statues facing a Buddha statue at
the site are recognized as those of gods or kings. There is at least one scholar
identifying the statues to be of Bodhisattr.a A.alokite6vara in both ascetic ancl
princely form. \,vhile I am unanimous u-ith his proposition, I extenci mr. study
to link the thesis to art proposing the statues to signiti, the concept of the Bucl-
dha Triad of later Indian Buddhist Iconographr,. It can be conciuded that the
statues rvith lay garments of Muhudu N{aha \.rharar.a escorting the Buddha are
a form of representation of the Buddha in the f riad.
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