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Abstract

T?te histoncal art .symbols deplct the parh of the cmhzatwn that has been taken by any gwen-f:.
“country. It is the foundation for retrospective research on the social, economic and political '
-changes that have been simultaneously taken place in the past. Further, it mirrors the picture.
interwoven with the historical and archaeologtcal evidence of the bygone ages. If we are 0.
‘reach the 21st century or any progress even beyond we should constantly cast our retrospec--
“tive vision over these historical and archaeological objects so far preserved. Up to recent
times, the action on this aspect has been at its lowest ebb. Therefore, this research on the .
-symbolism- of moonstone is directed to fulfill this lacunae. The objective of the present study
“therefore, is to re-examine the symbolism that associated with the moanstone, the artifact |
ema!b: apprec:ated in tbe arena of Sri Lankan art htstory Frf e B ;

Af we comzdar the represemations expressed and tdeolagy of symbohsm are two dgﬂ’erent'fi

,lyects ‘However; primarily they both belong 1o the feld of communication based on social
-psychology. ﬂzerefom. the methodology of the present study is focused to examine the folkiore
and ather literature associated with the moonstone over the past centuries. The historical
“Sources:are rich in evidence and material for any historical research on this subject. The.
“moonstone'is not only an ancient artifact but also a representation of the identity of the nation:
“in-the ﬁeld of art history. Accordingly, the present stmiy would bring about an acceptable
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