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Abstract

The epigraphical records play a prominent role
in the study of historical sources of human past.
It carries, various written records inscribed on
various material surfaces. Based on archaeological
evidence, history of epigraphs in Sri Lanka extends
as far back as 600 and 500 BCE. Lithic inscriptions
primarily are generated in the Buddhist Monastic
Context in the case of Sri Lanka. However,
several new techniques, i.e. using of embossed
in Roman characters, have first emerged in 16th
century, particularly in the Portuguese colonial era.
Epitaphs recorded on tomb stones can be referred
to as the earliest new techniques in Sri Lankan
epigraphy. Subsequently, another inscribing
method commonly used in Britain such as lead
lettering (flushed and embossed) and inscriptions
on metallic and plaster surfaces (using incised and
embossed techniques) used here in the British era.
“Wall-Inscriptions” is another technique introduced
to insert within wall printings came into use after
18th century in sphere of local epigraphy. The
objective of the present study is to examine the
advent new trends, introduced o Sri Lanka after
16" Century mainly based on analysis of collected
field data.
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