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Cigarette usage by peapia is a maj':r caus,l i'ir the rapid increase of non

communicable diseases. Ijs-:irli.],,:h,r ti;l-;;.cco i;tdtistry taigeis youth and children via the

media, posters etc. Smoking i.rti'iaen.*es tlre iive-o of pe*pie: irnpairs happiness,.loy, interest

and family life and affects ti:eir eccr<;qt y', sr'ciai lifi: end h*alth'

This research was ec;rdiu,i.rd t,', linqi oui the axpendit"ure ort cigarettes within a one

year period in shops and th* attinrri*s :f rhop c\*sers to-:sarcis seliing cigarettes. Twenty
shops were selected in the &{ali:iiaita'i.a:e.wa Y;'ya 2li P.}1.}v1. area in the Mihintale
M.O.H. division. The sturiy *a; ciir'iei. ou! using a semi structured questiornaire in
randomly selected shops. A iiuest'..in r*;ar;iing tl?* atritJde fcr reducing cigarette selling
among shop owners was inciuded in the ;uesiiu.;rnai-re.

Out of the 20 shops sur,;evcC. ir,/o s}:ops dici n,:rt seli cigarettes. Approximately
902 cigarettes are sold in a i'ia-;", lio:n ;i're i8 r!;1olis. Ttr,: tc,tal expenditure fcr cigarettes

within one year in this area is Fis. .193856G.rt0. This coulei be considered as an economic
loss in this area. Out of the l3 rhops 95.5't,. ihop r:wners agreed io quit selling cigarettes.

According to the responses re,ceivetl, iiir)",) (""r,ners are aheady aware of the hannful effects

of cigarette smoking. In con,:iusion, i: 'r-r Eossi'ble to say that our research had a positive

impact on the reduction of cigrareti: selil-g.
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