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Abstract

Southern Expressway Development Project can be considered as one of
the largest projects implemented in Sri Lanka recently. It is a landmark
in the history of development in Sri Lanka. This project consists of a
stretch of 124kms, starting from Kottawa to Matara and runs through 64
GSD and 21 DSD within four districts. A total of 5,683 persons on 951
hectares have been affected due to the construction of this project. The
RIP is implemented by the RDA jointly with the ADB and JBIC. The
affected families have been compensated by the government by granting
money and lands. This study examines the socio economic impact of the
STDP. The problam of the study is “How does affected the network of
socio economic as a result of implementing the STDP”. The main
objective of this study was to find out the impact of the network of socio
economic as a result of the STDP. Apart from that, sub objectives of the
study were study the present condition of project affected people
improve as a result of the resettlement programme implemented by the
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STDP and to find out the present socio-economic conditions of the
resettled people. Basically, the method of surveying was used for this
study while a comparative method too was utilized. A questionnaire
technique, interview technique and an observation technique were used
to collect data, in addition to Annual Reports and Progress Reports and
magazines of the RDA, internet information and relevant books were
used as secondary data. Analyzing of collected data of the study
revealed that the areas of the resettled people have not been changed so
much. Among them, 91% and 67% have been resettled within their early
settled DSD and GSD respectively. And also 89% have been resettled
within five years of the commencement of the project. According to this
study it was possible to identify that there is no a vast distance between
the resettled place and the earlier settlement and it has led to minimize
the effect on social relationships after the resettlement. When examining
the condition of houses after the resettlement it was found that most
houses are permanent and with the facilities required for a house. It was
also revealed that the level of infrastructure and sanitary facilities are
high. The means of livelihood of resettled families are not so
satisfactory. The level of income and expenses has also not been
different so much in relation to the time. It was observed that many had
tried to build houses with more facilities with the compensatory funds
and the number who had made investments was low. The loss of lands
and their cultivations had directly affected the family income. And also
the network of business relationships of those engaged in self-
employments had been disrupted and they have not been able to re-
estblish that relationships again after the resettlement.

Key words: Network of Socio Economic, Resettlement, Southern
Transport Development Project.
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