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Abstract

The kings, who ruled in Polonnaruwa period, used greatest diplomatic
strategies in achieving unique political and economic development
within a short period of history. This study critically analyzed the
strategic significance of diplomatic relationship in 11t to 13th century in
Sri Lanka. The study largely relied on the primary sources. Secondary
sources were also used in further establishing the evidence of primary
sources. The analysis indicated innovative approaches in diplomatic
relationship adopted by the Kings during the Polonnaruwa period
compared to traditional approaches adopted in the Anuradhapura
period. Specifically, the Kings in the Polonnaruwa period had
established the diplomatic relationship with the countries by taking into
account changes in regional politics and direction of changes in regional
economies, the Indian Ocean trade in particular. As a result of use of the
greatest diplomatic strategies with profound knowledge in regional
politics, the Kings had been able to eliminate foreign inversions, achieve
a unique political development and trade boom, and upgrade the
country’s identity and dignity in the region.
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